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Today on GaydarNation

It’s easy to see why Pete Pittaros won Best Male Escort of the Year at the
2008 Hookie Awards. Although I can’t vouch for his prowess between the
sheets, but any sex worker will tell you success in the industry isn’t
simply about the size of your cock. Pete might have an unfair advantage in
that he’s close to 9 1/2 inches uncut, but what probably made more clients
vote for him than any other nominated escort was his intelligence,
self-awareness and ability to listen.
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The star of Andrew Haigh’s eye-opening docu-drama Greek Pete is full of
surprises. Engaging and open he’s given up escorting to start his own fish and
chip restaurant business, study philosophy and write a book about his
grandfather’s experiences in the Cypriot army during the English occupation
during the 1950s.
Never judge a book by its cover. Pete is a mass of contradictions and pleasant
surprises. During the course of our conversation Pete told Rachael Scott his
thoughts on Jung, how the subconscious guides conscious behaviour, the UK
invasion of Cyprus, unethical journalism and, of course, what its like to be a
male escort living and working in London with Johns who like to be ‘custard
pied’.
What made you decide to answer Andrew’s ad on Gaydar looking for
people to be in his film?
I thought it was an opportunity and thought I’d see what it was about. I figured
that he was either a guy who was involved in some sort of fantasy thing or he’s
genuine, so I had nothing to lose by going to see him.
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What was the interview like?
It was in Kennington in the basement of his friend’s house. Andrew’s a really
Related Links
nice guy and you get that feel from him and he had a camera and asked if he
could film me to see what I looked like on film. I thought this is a little bit strange, Peccadillo Pictures
but I thought I’d go along with it. When I got home I googled him to see what the
real deal was and I thought, 'That can't be the same person because he’s
worked on some really big films'. He’s really down to earth, no pretence, you know?
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There are a lot of your friends in the film. Did you persuade them to take part?
Yeah. To be honest with you, a lot of them were quite scared about doing it because they were worried how
they might be portrayed in the media, especially Kai, he was really worried. I’ve got a really optimistic view
about everything and I’m a little bit of an idealistic sort of person, whereas Kai was a lot more wary and he was
worried people might make judgements about it. In many respects, I didn’t really think people would make
many judgements, which in hindsight was a bit naïve.
I think people either want some kind of moral play, which either condemns escorting or shows the harsh
realities or they want some sort of salacious, titillating interpretation. So when they’re confronted by something
that’s very real, very gritty it doesn’t hit any of those expectations. Generally we’ve had a good response, but
one of the articles I read on the film, they never got that. They were looking for one or the other.

What has it been like dealing with the press and doing Q&A sessions?
The first one was daunting. It was the first time I’d seen the film, which was quite scary and there were 400
people at the screening.
There’ve been a lot of positive responses from America and the straight scene, whereas in the gay scene I
think people are stranger. At the Q&A sessions for the film, I got a mixed range of responses which were all
generally positive. Some people had obviously gone there to be sexually stimulated, but some of the
responses I got were really positive. I think gay people can be really, really judgmental. As a community I don’t
find it very supportive.
I think in Britain sometimes journalists have a really negative take on things. People who have achieved
something should be revered and I think sometimes there’s a bit of jealousy there.
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"There’ve been a lot of positive responses from America and the straight
scene, whereas in the gay scene I think people are stranger...I think gay
people can be really, really judgmental. As a community I don’t find it very
supportive."
The media likes to bring people up so we can knock them down in the UK.
Look at Susan Boyle.
That’s exactly who I was thinking of. Do you have someone guiding you, an agent maybe? You just
need to be media savvy, really, to cope with the tricks journalists can play.
No, I don’t and I think that’s it. I just thought I’d be as honest as possible and it would be as simple as that, but
people will take something you say and represent it in a different context or they paraphrase you. It’s gutter
journalism, really, and even in the more intellectual papers you’ve still got it going on. It’s like a pack mentality.
I suppose people have their own agendas and want to discredit something because of personal opinions or
whatever. But I think we lose a lot from doing that and people really blossom when they’re in a nurturing
situation. Most people’s interaction with the world is through the media. People say the government, but that’s
not true, because the media has the power in our society and controls people’s perceptions of what’s going on.
At the moment, that power is used in a negative way.

Tell me about making Greek Pete.
He told me what he wanted and asked if I knew anyone else who would become involved. We’d discuss each
scene beforehand and then set the scene up, so 80 percent of it was pure improvised drama. It was really
good fun, actually, and all my friends enjoyed doing the filming.
I had a camera myself and I just filmed loads of stuff. For instance, the scene in America – I filmed all that.
What happened was, the escort award thing just happened while we were doing the film. I got a phone call
from this American guy and he said, 'Hi, you’ve been nominated as the best international escort', and I said,
'What?!' I was a bit confused, really, because they’ve got 40,000 escorts worldwide with all the clients
nominating and I was one of the top five.
I was going to be in New York and they offered to pay for my hotel and get me a driver to pick me up, so I
thought I’d give it a go. The whole thing was really surreal.
So my driver was the big guy in that scene and when I met him he said he was going to take some photos of
two escorts and did I want to come along. When I got there, they wanted to have sex with me as well and I
was like, no, no I don’t want to. Then I thought, 'Why not film it for the film because it would make a really good
scene'.
So I said I’d have sex with them if they’d be in the film. They agreed. So I put the camera on and I did it. It’s
really strange, isn’t it? Andrew said he couldn’t have scripted a better scene.
For me to get nominated and then to win an award while we’re doing the film - how weird is that?
You said in the film that your mother knew you were an escort but your father didn’t.
That’s true. I have a very strong relationship with my mum.
What did she say when you told her what you did?
Well, she kind of guessed because all of a sudden I had large amounts of money. I was working in my mum’s
café for a little while and I decided what I wanted to do after dropping out of university. At the time, I went from
working in my mum's café and all of a sudden I had loads of money. She didn’t really want to believe it, but
then, you know. My mum’s very supportive, liberal and intelligent and very loving. She will be there for me no
matter what situation, which is nice and reassuring.

"It’s really weird. I’ve had better sex with a 70 year old than a 22 year old. I
never thought I’d say that. People put so much fuss around sex."
And your dad’s more sort of old school…
You’ve got to remember that my dad grew up in Cyprus and was in the military and, even though he’s liberal in
some respects, that kind of conditioning is hard to move away from. And Cyprus in many respects is very
homophobic. On one level, all the guys are up to it and on another it's stigmatised by society. I think it’s a
mixture of that ancient Greek culture intermingled with the Christianity that came afterwards.
What did you do at University?
History.
How long were you escorting for?
From 5 June 2005 until 21 March 2009.
So what happened on 5 June 2005?
This guy messaged me on Gaydar, said he was a married man, that he really liked my picture and he’d be
really interested in meeting me. He said he would pay me £100. And I thought, 'Well, he’s married, which is
kind of horny anyway and I want to try it to see what it’s like'. I met him and it wasn’t at all like I expected it to
be.
I was living in Bedford at the time and I drove to meet him somewhere near Slough. He wanted to meet me in
Sainsbury’s car park so he could get the money out and when I met him I didn’t think he was too bad. Then he
got in my car and was really nervous. I was really nervous, too. We couldn’t go to his because his wife had
been ill, so we were driving around for 20 minutes saying, 'Where shall we go? Where shall we go?' So I
pulled over and we walked into these woods, which is really dodgy. I was so blasé about the whole thing. And
then we went into some toilets and it lasted literally about a minute or two. That was the easiest £100 I’ve ever
earned in my life.

2 of 5

03/11/2009 11:46

GaydarNation

http://gaydarnation.com/UserPortal/Article/Detail.aspx?ID=25137...

At what point after that did you decide to become ‘londonboypete’?
After that, I went back online and went into the escort room on Gaydar. This guy contacted me who lived in
London Bridge. He was a really nice guy and we got quite drunk. He suggested I get a profile and he said he’d
set one up for me. He took all the photographs, put it on and that was it. People started messaging and
emailing me.

What do you do if you meet someone who’s really ugly? How do you manage to perform?
My philosophy was that if they were really ugly they were really lucky to be with me. So I just wouldn’t do as
much as, you know? Some people just want to talk or want company anyway. But do you know what? There’s
always something you can find that’s nice about someone.
It’s really weird. I’ve had better sex with a 70 year old than a 22 year old. I never thought I’d say that. People
put so much fuss around sex.
I was young as well and I wanted sex all the time. I had a really high sex drive. It stopped because I couldn’t
be bothered with sex anymore.
Now that you’re opening a fish and chip shop, have you given up escorting completely?
Yeah. It’s just one of the things I’m doing to get an income. I wanted to get back in education as well. I started
doing a Philosophy A-level just to get me back in.
Really what I want to do is write and I’ve got an idea for a book. It’s based on my grandfather who worked for
the British army when they were based in Cyprus. Basically after the Second World War, the rest of the world
was getting self-determination, but they decided that they weren’t going to allow it for Cyprus.
So they pushed peacefully to pursue this and then in 1955 there was a small group who started a struggle to
get the British out. The British were really draconian in their measures. They were taking 18 year old boys for
throwing stones at tanks and hanging them. It’s one of the darkest chapters in British history.
My grandfather worked in the British base and had a really high job and, say, some young boy was going to be
hung, he would create papers to get them out of the country. When he got found out, he had to flee the
country himself but he saved loads and loads of lives. People don’t know about this at all and I want to write
about it.
The President of Cyprus actually wrote to my grandfather after they gained their independence and requested
that he come back to Cyprus.
I’ve got no idea what’s going to happen with the book, but it’s following a dream, really. That’s why I want the
fish and chip shop to be an income so I don’t have to worry and I can focus on what I really want to be doing.

"We’re not born with all the answers. It’s like that old saying that life’s a
journey and it is, really. Would you really want all the answers? Learning
stuff is part of the fun of it all."
Being creative makes you feel good about yourself.
I think our whole purpose in this reality is to create - that’s what we’re here for. When we’re just doing things
for survival, it’s not really fulfilling any needs other than the basic survival instincts and, really, we’ve got the
capabilities to move beyond those. I think it depends on the way you’re brought up. When I was young we
didn’t always have much money, so when you come from that sort of background, there’s always a slight fear
about money.
I think belief in your own ability to succeed comes from self-confidence instilled in you at an early age.
If you believe you can do it then you will.
I read an article about David Cameron and it said that he’s so secure in his belief that he was going to get
whatever he wanted that there’s no issue there and if you go with that attitude - like NLP and that kind of stuff.
I’ve never done it but I’m not against it. If you don’t have an innate sense of self-confidence then you
need something to help you get it.
I think self-development is a really positive thing. It’s learning in progress. We’re not born with all the answers.
It’s like that old saying that life’s a journey and it is, really. Would you really want all the answers? Learning
stuff is part of the fun of it all.
You said earlier that you had a massive sex drive when you were younger and now you don’t. Is there
any reason for that?
I’ve been looking at Taoism and the ideas behind sexual energy and a lot of really successful people have a
high sex drive. Sexual energy is desire and that can manifest itself into anything. I want to move that energy
and put it into other things.
Do you still see Kai?
No. I went on a different path. I’m not escorting anymore and I’ve moved on, really.
There was a time in the film when you kicked Kai out of your office/bedroom because you had to work
and Kai looked upset. Did you ever get jealous when Kai was with a punter?
I never got jealous at all. He did. For me it was a job and it was what I had to do. I had this goal ahead and
nothing was going to stop me. I was so focussed on what I wanted and that was kind of it, really. We had some
lovely times together. We went to Australia for a month, spent the first ten days in Sydney during Sydney Pride
so we could make loads of money and then we had a really, really nice holiday. We cared about each other
very much and our bond was strong, but there was a lot of madness involved in all that, but it was an
interesting experience.
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Are you seeing anyone now?
No, I’m not. I was seeing this guy for about nine to ten months and he was a part-time escort as well as
studying and working. To be honest with you, I really want to focus on what I want to get out of life and I’m
going to be really, really specific with the next one. They’ve got to tick all the different boxes now.
I imagine it must be very competitive being active in the gay scene?
Yeah. I’m over that now. I’m just going to be me and that’s that. I do work out but I’m not going to be obsessive
about it. To be honest, if someone’s functioning on that level, there’s got to be some serious issues. A lot of
gay guys have a lot of emotional issues because of the trauma of coming out and very few come out of that
unscathed. So my next one - he’s got to have a good job, he’s got to love me for how I am, be low
maintenance and fun.
Are you still on Gaydar?
No, I’ve come off. I saw people in the street and I knew their profile name, that’s how bad it was. And living in
Covent Garden, there are so many gay men. So I thought I’d have a break from it, focus on what I want and
basically just see what happens.
The power of the unconscious in giving us what we want is unbelievable really. Jung did a lot of work on the
unconscious and when you get into some of the NLP stuff - people don’t realise. There’s this thing called the
Master Key System, which Bill Gates read before he set up Microsoft and it teaches you the power of the
unconscious. Quantum physicists do a lot of work on it and there is something like two billion bits of
information passed to us every second. From that two billion, two thousands bits of information is put into your
conscious level. So what we’re seeing is a tiny fraction of what’s really going on.
Have you ever slept with a woman for money?
No. I’ve never slept with a woman. When I decided to come out, I was 15 and I had a really pretty girlfriend.
She wanted to take things further but I knew it wasn’t me at all. No way. I was offered money by women loads
of times and I wasn’t even tempted.
Tell me how the Hookies works?
So they’ve got the website and the clients nominate which escort they want to be the escort of the year.
Rentboy.com are the ones who do it and when I did it it was in LA. This year it was in New York. When I went
to New York, I handed over the trophy and did my last client. And that was it. So I went out on a high as
International Best Escort of the Year 2008. It’s like having a PhD, isn’t it? I’ve got a doctorate in being an
escort.
Did winning that change your life in any way?
To be honest, it didn’t. That was it, I had this award, which was a little weird. How did this whole thing happen?
It’s cool, really.
Did you ever think about doing porn movies?
I’ve been offered porn, but no. I don’t ever want to do porn. I don’t think it’s for me, really. A lot of it as well is
that they get so little money. Really, the porn industry is completely exploitative.
What was the best thing about being an escort and what was the worst?
The best thing about being an escort was the freedom to go anywhere I wanted to. And the worst was having
to sleep with people you don’t want to sleep with.
Did you ever worry about the social stigma that’s attached to the job?
No. Never. I was slightly proud of it, really.
Why were you proud of it?
Because it’s shocking and, if I decide I’m going to do something, it’s what I’m going to do.
Did you get a little buzz from telling people?
Yeah, I suppose I did. The only time was that I didn’t want to tell my dentist. I don’t know why. Strange, isn’t it?
And my dad.
Are there any particular encounters that you had that were really memorable?
Oh, yeah. Loads. Some of it I found really, really funny. There was this guy who was really into custard pies. I
met him in a hotel in Gatwick Airport and we did this thing where he put on some headphones and he had a
little microphone and we did a fake interview where we’d talk about custard pies. Then I’d put the custard pies
in his face and then we took photos of him with custard pies on his face.
And then you had sex with him while he was covered in custard pies?
No. He just wanted to be custard pied.
How strange.
Yeah. After the experiences I’ve had, I kind of believe anything can happen, really.

Read Our Review Of Greek Pete »
Click for the full summary including image gallery, trailer, verdict, plot and queer ratings.

Read Our Interview With Andrew Haigh »
Click to read the director of Greek Pete talk about his film and his rising star status.
Greek Pete [2009]
Studio: Peccadillo Pictures
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